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Nesting instinct
In a country not best known for its 

environmental awareness, times 

are changing, one small designer 

step at a time. Trine Targett, owner 

of home decor and fashion acces-

sory business Jooi Design has just 

launched Nest, a boutique retailing 

work by eight Shanghai-based 

designers whose products cel-

ebrate “design with a conscience”. 

In her airy, loft-like studio in the 

city’s arty Taikang Lu district, Trine 

displays her own label cashmere 

and silk pillows, sculptural bags 

and hand-crocheted silk blankets 

alongside collections such as 

colourful modern bamboo kitch-

enware by bambu; fi ne bone china 

by Asianera, recyclable laminated 

cardboard and plywood furniture 

by A00 Architecture, and graphic 

recycled plastic bags by Y-Town. 

All use materials that are natural, 

renewable or recyclable, have a 

low impact on the environment and 

benefi t local workers. Nest, 2/F 

International Artist Factory, Lane 

210, Taikang Lu, Shanghai, 86 21 

6473 6193, nestshanghai.com. 

Waxing lyrical
A new collection blends traditional craftsmanship with a 

modern vibe. The heavy bronze bowls, ranging from 7cm to 

30cm in diameter, are cast in a small family foundry using 

lost-wax casting techniques. The combination of the textural 

bronze exterior with the burnished gold leaf interior lets the 

bowls glow and capture the light. 

From Altfi eld Gallery, 248-9 Prince’s Building, Central, 

Hong Kong, 852 2537 6370, altfi eld.com.hk. 

DIRECTIONS 
WORDS: Sharon Leece

NEST BOUTIQUE: Design with conscience.
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Design exchange
Top UK interior design show 100% 

Design came to Shanghai this 

summer (June 26-28), helping to put 

the city on the global design map. New 

York-based creative directors Tobias 

Wong and Aric Chen built a huge interior 

bamboo scaffolding installation inside 

the Stalinist-style Shanghai Exhibition 

Center to signify China’s rapid develop-

ment, and top designers Richard Hutten, 

Michael Young and Alan Chan spoke to 

packed audiences. Exhibitors included 

overseas brands Artemide, Cassina, 

Innermost, D-Line, Kohler and Durat, 

plus Shanghai-based retailer Design 

Republic (stockists of Droog, Magis, Tom 

Dixon) that offi cially launched its own 

label of furniture and accessories called 

Neri & Hu. Also present were Shanghai 

furniture maker Design MVW and 

Hangzhou bamboo supplier Dasso. 

100percentdesign.com.cn.

mufurniture.comufurniture.co

City sleek
Shanghai-based German designer Jutta Friedrich has just launched her MÜ furniture collection, a streamlined 

range of seating, tables and storage pieces that mix natural sources and materials with a sleek design and 

manufacturing process. The contrasts in her furniture, says the Red Dot Design Award winner, mirror the 

contrasts in the city around her. “I have observed an increasing awareness of the impact of our actions on the 

environment, which gives way to an impulse to reconnect with nature,” Jutta says. “At the same time it feels 

unnatural to deny the daily experience of life in China’s most modern and fast developing city.” Mu, 796-2 Julu 

Lu, Shanghai 200040 (by appointment only), 86 21 6247 2765, mufurniture.com.

FAR LEFT: Design Republic. 

LEFT: Neri & Hu. 
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Village people
Over 10 years ago, a chance meeting with a local t-shirt seller lead to the realisation 

of one man’s dream: to own a house by the Great Wall of China. Now, long-term China 

resident Jim Spear, along with his Beijing-born wife Tang Liang, has renovated a total 

of 19 properties in two villages – Mutianyu and Yingbeigou – near the Wall. 

While most of the houses have been built as private holiday residences, some are 

available as luxury guesthouses – among them The Pavilion, Eagles’ Rest, Hillside 

Haven and Grandma’s Place. Spear uses a combination of glass, steel and stone, 

adding modern wings to old buildings and creating distinctive residences that blend 

old and new. Every house has a view of the Wall and each renovation is sensitive to 

its surroundings. Says Jim: “I like to respect what was there originally so even if we 

make a lot of changes I like to know there is a village house as part of the story of the 

property.”  chinacountrysidehotels.com.

Original vision
These days, most so-called “Tibetan” 

rugs are woven in Nepal and India. Not 

so with Chris Buckley’s Torana rugs. 

His covetable woollen creations are 

woven in his own workshop in Tibet that 

employs 55 workers and in so doing 

helps keep a traditional skill alive. With 

four Torana House stores in Shanghai 

and Beijing, and a new collection of 

contemporary Torana Squares (1.2m by 

1.2m) exclusively retailing through Nest 

in Shanghai, Buckley aims to offer the 

fi nest handmade rugs and carpets at 

affordable prices. He also offers antique 

Tibetan and Chinese rugs and textiles 

and a small selection of antique Tibetan 

furniture. 

Torana, Danshui Town, Shunhuang 

Lu, Shunyi, Beijing, 86-10 8459 0785, 

toranahouse.com.

One of the luxury guest 

houses: Grandma’s Place.


