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worth upgrading to the luxury rooms, 

which have large balconies 

overlooking the lively street scene 

below; there’s even a rooftop tennis 

court. The restaurant and public 

areas are a hodgepodge of operatic 

Western touches such as chandeliers 

and Chinese kitsch, like silk lanterns. 

It doesn’t quite work, but the attentive 

staff—still a rarity in the Chinese 

capital—more than compensates. 20 

Nanluoguxiang; 86-10/6400-5566; 

guxiang20.com; doubles from RMB1,280, 

breakfast included.

 

DUGE COURTYARD 
BOUTIQUE HOTEL
From the bold red-and-blue front 

doors to the 10 individually designed, 

exuberant rooms and suites, this tiny 

gem of a hotel invites its guests to 

luxuriate in their imperial 

surroundings; after all, it’s housed in 

the former residence of a high-ranking 

Qing dynasty minister. Designed by a 

Belgian–Chinese husband-and-wife 

team, the rooms range from the ultra-

feminine Peony Pavilion to the sleek 

Oriental, where red lacquered 

furnishings play off black-hued 

monogrammed upholstery and 

wallpaper. Among our favorites is the 

coolly serene, jade-and-white 

Bamboo, where an intricately carved 

“moon” screen separates the bedroom 

from the parlor. To get into the spirit 

of the locale, guests can sign up for 

taichi, gongfu or qigong lessons, held 

right in the courtyard. Qianyuanensi 

Hutong, off of Nanluoguxiang; 

86-10/6406-0686; dugecourtyard.com; 

doubles from RMB1,700.

AMAN AT SUMMER PALACE
Amanresorts prides itself on historical 

and cultural accuracy, and it spared 

no expense at this Beijing property, 

which abuts one of the city’s most 

signifi cant historic sites. Around 400 

craftsmen and preservation experts 

were hired to restore the courtyards 

and pavilions of the Qing dynasty 

dwellings that house most of the 51 

rooms and suites. Details such as 

hand-painted clay tiles from Yunnan 

province—similar to the ones found 

in the Forbidden City—Ming-style 

armoires, rickshaws and carved 

screens transport guests to a different 

era. As a testament to the resort’s 

success, moneyed locals fi ll the rooms 

on the weekends, while the three 

restaurants lure residents and tourists 

alike. Not all the appeal lies in the 

imperial touches: we spotted a fl eet of 

retro Phoenix bikes at the ready for 

guests looking for some real local 

fl avor. 1 Gongmenqian Lu, Summer 

Palace; 86-10/5987-9999; amanresorts.

com; doubles from US$550.

CHINA COUNTRYSIDE 
HOTELS
Just beyond the hubbub of the Great 

Wall’s tourists and touts lies 

Mutianyu, a quiet farming village 

where a number of Beijingers have 

built weekend getaways. Set amid the 

village’s apricot orchards, this 

collection of 11 private residences is 

perfect for those seeking tranquility 

close to the capital. All the houses 

have been fashioned out of restored 

local homes: the Pavilion features the 

grey fl oor tiles and mahogany-framed 

windows that are characteristic of 

siheyuan while Grandma’s Place 

retains its original carved doorways. 

They’re rustic, but homey, with full-

service kitchens and modern 

bathrooms. The four-bedroom 

Heart’s Repose is particularly well-

suited for families. Huairou district, 

Mutianyu village, about 50 minutes from 

downtown Beijing; 86-10/6162-6282; 

chinacountrysidehotels.com; rentals from 

RMB1,800, breakfast included. ✚

Duge Courtyard hotel’s 
Oriental room, left. 
Right: Dramatic fl air at 
Duge. Below: Aman at 
Summer Palace. 
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